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TEMPLATE State Vanguard Charter  
Declarations, Requirements, Protocol and  
Standardized Information of TISVOTUS      *The Independent State Vanguards of The United States are in NO WAY affiliated with the Racist, White Supremacist 

Organization, the National Vanguard (disbanded March 2007), founded by Kevin Alfred Storm, or any other Racist Organization. 
 

Declaration of Purpose:  
 

The purpose of The Independent State Vanguards of The United States (TISVOTUS) is 
to aid, in any way possible using any available means, the civilian populace of our local area of 
operations to the best of our privately funded ability, and in compliance with the United States 
Constitution and the Constitutional Laws of the United States of America and the 
Commonwealth/Republic of <your state>, in any emergency situation resulting from Natural or 
Manmade Disaster, Terrorist Attack, Hostile Invasion and/or Activity from foreign nationals or 
Domestic Terrorists intent on disrupting the activities of the peaceful and sovereign citizens of 
The Commonwealth/Republic of <your state> and the United States of America.  In addition to 
this purpose, the <numerical prefix + your State Vanguard> is to aid and assist the Local and State 
Law Enforcement establishment and/or <your state> National Guard in their lawful Constitutional 
duties should they become overwhelmed or request assistance with the situation.  Should these 
Governmental agencies deny aid, then the <numerical prefix + your State Vanguard’s initials> is to 
shift focus to aid other Non-profit organizations, such as the Red Cross and Salvation Army, in 
activities to return peace, law, health and provide security to the local population. 

It is the Official Purpose of this Civilian Detachment of Constitutional Law Enforcement 
to maintain Constitutional Law, Peace, Order, Health and Security to all of the Citizens of the 
Commonwealth/Republic of <your state> and the United States of America. 

 

 
Official Flag of TISVOTUS 



Sworn Oath of the State Vanguards:   
 

Oath of the Vanguardsmen 
“ As an active member of the <numerical prefix + your state> State Vanguard, I, <your 

full name>, hereby swear to preserve, uphold, defend and protect the Constitution of the United 
States of America, the Bill of Rights, and the Rights, Health, Security and Laws of the People of 
the <Commonwealth or Republic> of <your state> and the United States of America from all 
enemies, foreign and domestic.  I swear to uphold any lawful directive given to me from those 
appointed over me.  This oath I swear, under my God, my State, my Nation, my Family and my 
Ancestors; so help me.”  
 
Creed: 
 
 We shall do our sworn duty; to protect the innocent, safeguard the defenseless, defend the 
Rights and Liberties of The People, and to bring aid to those in need.  And may everything we do 
be done so with Honor. 
 
Motto: 
 
 Semper Armis, Semper Libiri  (Always Armed, Always Free) 
 
Core Values: 
 
 Honesty, Integrity and the furtherment of Liberty above all else. 
 
Ranks and their Responsibilities: 
 
 The Rank Structure in a State Vanguard is a single, vertically aligned tier; there are no distinctions 
between an “enlisted” or “officer” class or grade.  Financial status, race, social class, education or heritage 
will have no bearing on one’s rank.  Only through age, experience, leadership and capacity for 
responsibility does one attain rank; with a Commander’s say. 
 
 There are only 4 ranks, as a single Vanguard is only 25 men or less; no more.  This ensures 
autonomy of Command and the streamlining of mission to fit local circumstances.  The ranks are: 
 

Guardian: Grade 1 – Active worker and Man of Action.  Performs duties and directives 
given to him from those ranked above him.  The Backbone of a Vanguard. 

 
Specialist: Grade 2 – Liaison between the Chargeant and the Guardians.  Leads any Team 

(4 men or less) when divided from a squad without the Squad Chargeant, as 
directed from a Chargeant or Commander.  Acts as a sort of “big brother” to the 
Guardians assigned below him; ensures they are keeping to the standards of the 
Vanguard. 

 
Chargeant: Grade 3 – Leader of an individual Squad (8 men).  Relays and enacts directives 

given from the Vanguard Commander.  Coordinates Specialists and Guardians 
under him to complete a directive.  Ensures the men he presides over are 
keeping to the standards of the Vanguard.  Advises Commander when needed. 

 
Commander: Grade 4 – Head of a Vanguard (25 men or less comprised of 3 squads).  

Determines priorities of duties and hands down directives to the Vanguard in 
compliance with the Sworn Oath of the Vanguard. 



 

 
 
 
Uniform: 
 
 The Uniform of any State Vanguard is determined by the Commander of that 
Vanguard.  Any mixture or type of Service Uniform and/or a Utility Uniform, such as an 
Olive Drab Jumpsuit or a Camouflage/BDU Uniform, are left up to the Commander’s 
determination, so long as he complies with the following Vanguard Requirements: 
 

1. The Rank of each Member is clearly worn on the outside of any Utility and Camouflage 
Uniform on both outer biceps, and on the front center of any worn hat or helmet.  Gold and 
Black Rank Insignias are to be used on any Service Uniform or Formal Uniform (and may be 
worn in a single location like over the heart like a badge), Subdued Olive Drab and Black 
Rank Insignias are to be used on any Earth-toned Utility or Camouflage Uniforms; White and 
Black Rank Insignias to be used on any White Utility or Snow-Camouflage Uniforms.     

 

 
The 4 Rank Insignias in their 3 Official Colors (dependant upon Type of Uniform they appear on) 



 

2. The Ranks may be sewn, glued, Velcro’d, pinned, stained into the uniform, tied via a band or 
riveted onto any given Uniform, so long as all members of that specific Vanguard all comply 
uniformly with each other (Example, all members affix their rank to their uniforms in the 
same manner). 

 

3. <COMMANDER DEFINED UNIFORM 
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS; 
SERVICE UNIFORM AND RANK 
LOCATION> 

  
 
 
 
 
 

IMAGE EXAMPLE OF SERVICE 
UNIFORM 

 
 
 
 
 

Example of a <your state> State Vanguard Service/Utility Uniform Shirt 

 
 
 

4. <MORE COMMANDER DEFINED UNIFORM 
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS; 
UTILITY UNIFORM> 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

IMAGE EXAMPLE OF UTILITY 
UNIFORM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An example of a proper Utility Uniform for the <your state> State Vanguard: 

 
 

5. <MORE COMMANDER DEFINED UNIFORM 
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS, 
HEADWEAR AND HELMETS> 
 

IMAGE EXAMPLES OF 
ACCEPTABLE HEADWEAR AND 

HELMETS 
 

Examples of Accepted Soft Headwear and Helmets with or without a Cover 

 
 

6. <MORE COMMANDER DEFINED UNIFORM 
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS; 
BOOTS, SOCKS, BELTS, Etc.> 

 

7. <MORE COMMANDER DEFINED UNIFORM 
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS; HEAD 
AND FACIAL HAIR REQUIREMENTS, Etc.> 



Requirements of Attaining Membership:  
 
 The potential member must first be made aware of the Vanguard, its principles, 
motivations, ideals and requirements.  Once this occurs, he or she may apply by filling out the 
respective Official State Vanguard Membership Application.  The Commander and Chargeants 
will meet to determine the viability of an applicant.  Before they come to a final consensus, some 
vital aspects of the applicant must be considered. 
 
 State Vanguards do not, and shall not, discriminate based upon race, ethnicity, creed or 
religion.  State Vanguards may only consist of Constitutionally Law-Abiding and LEGAL 
citizens of their State and the United States of America.  While many qualities are required and 
subsequently heavily scrutinized for potential membership, heritage, economic status and level of 
education are not relevant in any form in the application or membership of anyone.   
 

Age:  Age matters in that it usually measures one’s ability to apply learned 
knowledge.  If an applicant is old enough to make adult decisions and capable of 
foreseeing the consequences of those decisions, then that’s enough to consider 
the applicant for admission.  It is up to the Commander of the State Vanguard to 
determine what positions within the Vanguard require filling, and Age and 
Experience are usually the two most important aspects of filling those positions. 

 
Experience: Age and Experience do not always go together.  Some older people have 

done nothing notable of practical application.  Likewise, some younger people 
have seen, done and experienced quite a lot.  This factor should weigh heavily 
upon consideration of the applicant’s acceptance.  Also, the experience should be 
pertinent to the position he or she would likely be filling.  Obviously a history in, 
Military, Law Enforcement, Engineering, Survival Training and anything with 
Organizational and Applicable skills are huge assets for an applicant to have. 

 
Mindset: While no two individuals will see eye to eye on every single issue, it is 

important that a baseline set of fundamental ideals are adhered to by all 
applicants and existing members.  A State Vanguard is NOT affiliated with any 
bi-partisan political party, or otherwise, and the members are encouraged to keep 
their political affiliations, if any, to themselves.  A State Vanguard will NOT 
accept Racists, Fascists, Communists, Violent Anarchists, Neo-Nazis, KKK, La 
Raza, or any other hate-spewing organization. 

 If an applicant believes strongly in the core values, the creed, and the 
overall Declaration of Purpose for the Vanguard (the core of which being the 
U.S. Constitution), then acceptance will be all the more likely. 

 
Lifestyle: Morality, Fitness, Lifestyle and Self Confidence are paramount traits to 

possess as an applicant of a State Vanguard.  Use of illegal drugs or the habitual 
abuse of controlled substances, including alcohol, is forbidden, and will rule an 
applicant out.  Drinking alcohol is permitted, though not during or right before 
meetings/exercises/priority operations, so long as it is not habitually abusive 
(e.g., getting drunk every day).  Casual Smoking is permitted so long as it is not 
“Chain-Smoking” or Addictive Smoking which may severely degrade health. 

Obesity, asthma and diabetes are all conditions which may adversely 
affect a member’s capacity to perform functions in certain situations, and are all 
conditions that will rule out membership.  An applicant must be in a reasonable 



level of physical fitness for their age and height.  The level of what is “reasonable 
physical fitness” is to be determined by the Vanguard Commander. 

Homosexuality, Infidelity, cruelty towards animals or perverse 
tendencies (such as indecent thoughts or actions toward children) are all 
indicative of a severe lack of morals, strength of character and soundness of 
mind, and will result in the immediate disqualification of the applicant or 
member.   

 
 Legal Requirements: Applicant must be legally capable of owning a firearm, meaning  
  at the very least no prior felony convictions.  Must be a legal Resident of his/her  
  state and of the United States of America.  Must be legally capable to vote and  
  serve as a juror.  Must not be legally insane or mentally adjunct.  Must have not  
  ever been convicted of any manner of sex crime. 
 
 Training Requirements: Applicants must be aware of and willing to accomplish certain 
  levels of training criteria after entry into the Vanguard.  They must establish a  
  knowledge base as required by the possession of basic Vanguard skills and  
  skill-sets.  Applicant should make certain he or she is aware of the Standards of  
  Maintaining Membership before he or she applies, so as to be fully informed on  
  what is to be expected of his or her upon granted membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Initiation Process: 
 
 There are no hazing or bizarre initiation rituals performed on or by a new member to a 
State Vanguard.  At the first meeting following entry into the Vanguard, a new member is 
introduced to the rest of the Vanguard by firmly shaking their hands and personally meeting each 
member.  He is then issued his Rank Insignias based on position being filled, and is publicly 
sworn in by the Oath of the Vanguardsmen by holding up his right hand and repeating after the 
Commander.  The new member signs his name at the bottom of the printed oath, and then pricks 
his thumb with a sterile needle and presses his thumbprint of blood below his signature.   From 
that point on, he is bound to this oath through his spoken word, his written name and his shed 
blood, under his Ancestral Name, his Honor and under Almighty God. 
 The Commander of the State Vanguard then Counter-signs as authority of that Vanguard 
and that he was witness to the Swearing In process.  The signed Oath is then saved with the rest 
of the members’ signed Oaths and is evidence of a full membership attained by the newcomer. 
 
 
 
Standards to Maintain Membership: 
 
 Once an applicant becomes an active member, and is initiated into the State Vanguard, 
they must begin their Checklist of Required Skills training and their own specific skill-set 
assigned to them by their Chargeant or Commander. 
 
 These requirements must be completed within 60 days of a new member’s initiation, and 
unless otherwise noted, at least once every three years from the point of initial membership 
completion to maintain membership status of the State Vanguard.  ALL members of a State 
Vanguard are to be proficient in these Required Skills. 
 
 Required Skills Training of ALL State Vanguard Members: 
 

- Rifle Marksmanship Training.  Qualification:  10 confirmed hits from 10 
shots fired, scored at 200 yards within the outermost ring of a 100 yard target 
using the specified rifle of the Squad/Vanguard (as determined by the 
Commander and/or Chargeant).  If a 200 yard range is not available, then the 
standards require the same 100% hit rate on a 100 yard range using the same 
target, but using the middle ring inward as the qualification zone of the 
target. 

 
- First Aid and CPR Training.  Qualification:  90% or better on a written test 

that covers the fundamentals of First Aid authorized treatments, materials, 
techniques and limitations and requirements of the human body.  Training to 
be created and directed by the Vanguard Medic. 

 
- Handgun Marksmanship Training.  Qualification:  10 confirmed hits from 10 

shots fired, scored at 25 yards within the outermost edge of a standard sized 
paper-plate using the standardized handgun of the Squad/Vanguard (as 
determined by the Commander and/or Chargeant). 

 
 



- Rifle Nomenclature Training.  Qualification:  Successful field stripping (take 
down only to where is as needed for fully cleaning of the rifle), reassembly 
and action clearing of the Commander and/or Chargeant specified rifle in 
thirty seconds or less. 

 
- Handgun Nomenclature Training.  Qualification:  Successful field stripping 

(take down only to where is as needed for fully cleaning of the rifle), 
reassembly and action clearing of the Commander and/or Chargeant 
specified handgun in thirty seconds or less. 

 
- Land Navigation and Spatial Orientation.  Qualification:  A successful 10 

mile hike from “Point A” to “Point B” as specified by a Specialist, Chargeant 
or Commander.  Three Checkboxes are supplied; one for an individual hike, 
and one for a Squad Hike, and one for an entire Vanguard Hike. 

 
- Hand-to-Hand Combat Skills Training.  Qualification:  A successful 

demonstration of defensive and counter-attacking techniques of unarmed 
combat, as to be determined and tested by the member of the Vanguard most 
experienced in martial combat, as appointed from the Commander or a 
Chargeant. 

 
- Knife Fighting and Defensive Techniques Training.  Qualification:  A 

successful demonstration of defensive and counter-attacking techniques of 
edged-weapon combat, as to determined and tested by the member of the 
Vanguard most experienced in edge-weapons combat, as appointed from the 
Commander or a Chargeant. 

 
- Bivouacking and Rapid Relocation Training.  Qualification:  Being part of, 

and asset to a successful bare-camp sight in conjunction with a Team, Squad 
or entire Vanguard.  Any member of the Vanguard already previously 
checked off on this training may sign off on another’s if they were present to 
meet training criteria. 

 
- Group Movement, Entrenched Defense & Cover Dynamics Training.  

Qualification:  Being part of, and asset to, a successful group combat training 
exercise involving paintball guns, airsoft rifles, or dummy rifles used in 
urban, rural or other Team, Squad or Vanguard sized combat training 
exercises.  Learning as you go, and have your Specialist, Chargeant or 
Commander sign off on your training.  This training is to be accomplished 
within the first month of membership, and to be kept updated once every six 
months. 

 
- Firearms Safety Handling Procedures.  Qualification:  Receiving 100% on a 

simple Quiz on the “5 rules of firearms Safety” and exhibiting proper 
handling of firearms in the presence of other State Vanguard Members; 3 of 
which must sign off on being witnesses to your safe firearms handling once 
every six months.  The three do not have to be all there at the same time; so 
long as one at a time, they add up to three over the course of six months. 

 
 



- LP/OP Operations.  Qualification:  Being 1 part of a 2-man Listening 
Post/Observation Post for 24 hours while anywhere between 1 and 5 other 
members try to sneak into a perimeter undetected.  As long as the LP/OP 
crew learns and shows marked improvement, whether they detect the mock-
intruders or not, this training skill will have successfully been met. 

 
- Local/Perimeter Security and Roving Patrol Training.  Qualification:  

Certification by all Primary Security Officer Skill-Sets through their own 
organized instruction; generally practical instruction followed up by written 
or oral test and on-the-job training.  This must Skill must be kept updated via 
training once every six months. 

 
 
 Skill-Sets:  Skill-Sets are supplemental specialties to a Vanguard Member’s base 
required skills.  These Specialty Skill-Sets are to be assigned and filtered down the chain of 
command by the Commander through his Chargeants and Specialists; assigning them to the 
members who have the most promise or experience in certain fields.  These specific skills are 
areas of expertise, or specialties so to speak (Squad Medic, Radio Man, Heavy Support, etc.), and 
will include any and every rank; from Guardian all the way to Commander.  Not every member of 
a State Vanguard will have a Skill-Set assigned to him, though it may happen should the 
Vanguard Commander determine alternate roles (for backup purposes; the Alternate Skill-Set 
should know just as much about his Skill-Set as the primary person) 
 
 The names of the Skill-Sets listed here are self-explanatory.  If someone assigned to a 
specific Skill-Set is to ask, it is their newly assigned task to know everything about their new 
Skill-Set.  A member may be assigned more than one Skill-Set. 
 
 The base Skill-Sets to be handed out by a Vanguard Commander:  
 
 
  Squad Medic: Ranks held – Guardian, Specialist, Chargeant 
   
  Vanguard Medic/First Aid Instructor:  Ranks held – All (usually Chargeant) 
   
   
  Squad Radio Man:  Ranks held – Guardian, Specialist, Chargeant 
 
  Vanguard Communications Officer:  Ranks held – All (usually Chargeant) 
 
   
  Squad Heavy Support:  Ranks held – Guardian, Specialist, Chargeant 
 
  Vanguard Tactical Coordinator:  Ranks held – Any (usually Commander) 
 
 
  Squad Scout/Spotter:   Ranks held - Guardian, Specialist, Chargeant (2 primaries) 
 
  Vanguard Intelligence Officer:  Ranks held – Any (usually Chargeant) 
   
   



  Squad Security Officer:  Ranks held – Guardian, Specialist, Chargeant 
 
  Vanguard Security Officer:  Ranks held – Any (usually Specialist or Chargeant) 
 
 
  Squad Survival/Camping Expert:  Ranks held – Guardian, Specialist, Chargeant 
 
  Vanguard Survival/Camping Expert:  Ranks held – Any 
 
 
  Squad Navigator:  Ranks held – Guardian, Specialist, Chargeant 
 
  Vanguard Navigator:  Ranks held – Any 
   
 
  Vanguard Canine Officer:  Ranks held – Any (if working dog is mission critical) 
 
 
  Vanguard Martial Combat Instructor:  Ranks held - Any 
 
   
  Vanguard Edged-Weapon Instructor:  Ranks held – Any 
 
 
  Vanguard Rifle Instructor:  Ranks held – Any 
 
 
  Vanguard Handgun Instructor:  Ranks held – Any 
 
 
  Vanguard Hazmat/EOD Instructor:  Ranks held – Any 
 
 
  Vanguard Engineer:  Ranks held – Any 
 
 
  Vanguard Mechanic/Machinist:  Ranks held – Any 
 
   
  Vanguard Public Relations Officer:  Ranks held – Any 
 
 
  Vanguard Safety Officer:  Ranks held – Any 
 
 
  Vanguard Gunsmith:   Ranks held – Any 
 
 
 
 
 



(Commander may alter Standardized Equipment Requirements as he sees fit) 
 
Required/Standardized Member Equipment:  New Members will have 90 Days to attain 
all Equipment required of them by Standard and Specialized Commander Assigned Requirements. 

*  =   Required of EVERY member 

>  =  Required of certain Skill-Sets and Commander/Chargeant Appointed Positions 

/  =   Required to have at least one per Squad 

// =   Optional Equipment Item 
 
 

* Long Arms (At least one of the following, functional and sighted in, is required per Member) 
 

>/ Main Heavy Rifle:   FN FAL (Metric) or Equivalent (“FrankenFAL” OK) 
 Minimum # of Magazines:  x12 (At least 20 Rounds each) 
 Required Caliber:    7.62mm NATO  (Minimum of 1,000rds per Rifle) 
 
  Acceptable Alternatives:  H&K 91/G3, CETME, M1A/M-14, FN FAL (Inch) 
  Acceptable Alternate Ammo:   .308 Winchester (w/ correct loadings & primer) 
 
 

> Main Medium Rifle:  AKM, AK-47, AKS, AKMS, AK-103 
 Minimum # of Magazines:  x8 (At least 30 Rounds each) 
 Required Caliber:      7.62x39mm Soviet  (Minimum of 1,000rds per Rifle) 
 
  Acceptable Alternatives:  SKS, Mini-30 
  
 

> Main Light Rifle:   AR-15 (Mil-Spec Parts w/ 90% Commonality, 20” Barrel) 
 Minimum # of Magazines:  x10 (At least 30 Rounds each) 
 Required Caliber:  5.56mm NATO  (Minimum of 1,500rds per Rifle) 
 
  Acceptable Alternatives:   AR-180B, Sig 556, SU-16, Mini-14, FNC, FS2000 
  Acceptable Alternate Ammo:   .223 Remington (w/ correct loadings & primer) 
 
 

> Main Carbine:  Civilian M4 (Mil-Spec Parts w/ 90% Commonality, 16” Barrel) 
 Minimum # of Magazines:  x10 (At least 30 Rounds each)  
 Required Caliber:  5.56mm NATO  (Minimum of 1,500rds per Rifle) 
   
  Acceptable Alternatives:   AR-180B, Sig 556, SU-16, Mini-14, FNC, FS2000 
  Acceptable Alternate Ammo:   .223 Remington (w/ correct loadings & primer) 
 
 



> Main Shotgun:      Remington 870 /w mag-tube extension (3” Chamber) 
 Required Gauge:  12 Gauge (Minimum of 250rds of 00 Buckshot per shotgun) 
 
  Acceptable Alternatives:  Mossberg Model 500, Winchester Model 1300 
 
 

Handguns 
 

*  Main Handgun:    Full-Size-Frame 1911, (Mil-Spec or better; 4”-5” Barrel) 
 Minimum # of Magazines:  x10 (7rds each) or x9 (8rds each) 
 Required Caliber: .45 ACP (Minimum of 250rds of FMJ or HP) 
 
  Acceptable Alternatives:  Any Reliable 9x19mm, .40 S&W or .45ACP Pistol 
 
 

// Holdout/Backup Handgun: .380 ACP or .38 Special +P, Minimum 
 
 

Miscellaneous 
 

*  Utility Uniform:   <COMMANDER DEFINED 
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR 
COMPLETE UTILITY UNIFORM>   
 

*  Service Uniform:  <COMMANDER DEFINED 
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR 
COMPLETE SERVICE UNIFORM>  
 

*  Load Bearing Equipment:  <COMMANDER 
DEFINED STANDARDS AND 
REQUIREMENTS FOR LBE>  
 
 
 

// Body Armor:  Any Steel, Kevlar or Aramid Fiber Head / Body Armor, a plus. 
 



*  Rucksack, Backpack, Trail Bag:   <COMMANDER 
DEFINED STANDARDS AND 
REQUIREMENTS FOR BACKPACK>  
 

*  Miscellaneous Equipment:  <COMMANDER 
DEFINED STANDARDS AND 
REQUIREMENTS FOR MISCELLANEOUS 
EQUIPMENT>  
 
 
 Commander’s List of Additional Required Equipment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Standardized Vanguard Alpha-Numeric Phonetic Designations: 
 
A = “Archer” 
B = “Bounty” 
C = “Champion” 
D = “Daylight” 
E = “Entry” 
F = “Firefly” 
G = “Grandpa” 
H = “Hector” 
I = “Indigo” 
J = “Junction” 
K = “Karma” 
L = “Liquid” 
M = “Marshal” 
N = “Nova” 
O = “Outlaw” 
P = “Picture” 
Q = “Quantum” 
R = “Rusty” 
S = “Shadow” 
T = “Titan” 
U = “Ultra” 
V = “Vanquish” 
W = “Winter” 
X = “X-ray” 
Y = “Yellow” 
Z = “Zebra” 
 
1 = “Wun” 
2 = “Too” 
3 = “Tree” 
4 = “Fo-er” 
5 = “Fy-veh” 
6 = “Sicks” 
7 = “Seh-vun” 
8 = “Ayte” 
9 = “Nine-er” 
0 = “Zee-roh” 
(Numbers more than one digit in length are to be listed/repeated one digit at a time; e.g. 26 is “Too Sicks”) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Titles and Formalities:    
 
 When members first meet on any given day, they shall greet each other with a firm 
handshake and their official Rank and Surname (e.g. “Specialist Johnson” or “Guardian Jones”).  
The use of the title “Sir” is to be avoided at all times, and instead, the Rank alone is to be used 
(e.g. “Yes, Commander” or “I understand, Chargeant”).  Vanguardsmen do not salute one 
another; they firmly shake hands and look one another in the eyes as equally respectable men. 
 It is up to the Commander if he should allow or prefer the usage of first names as part of 
the formality process.  It is also up to a Vanguard Commander to Issue “Call-signs” to his men. 
 
Structure of a Vanguard: 
 
 A Vanguard consists of 25 men or less; and is strictly forbidden to grow beyond 25 men.  
Should more people wish to join, existing members of a Complete Vanguard may split off and 
form a new, separate and autonomous State Vanguard (with a new Numerical Prefix, up to 999). 
 Vanguards may exist in forms of less than 25 men, but officially must have at least 1 
Commander, 1 Chargeant, 2 Specialists and 5 Guardians (9 Men).  This would guarantee the 
Vanguard having at least one functional and complete Squad. 
 The Commander is at the Helm of his Vanguard, and may assign his members as he sees 
fit, so long as they are divided accordingly to the streamlined Rank and Squad structure.  A 
Vanguard must have at least 1 Full Squad and no more than 3.  Full Squads consist of 8 men; No 
more than 1 Chargeant (leads the Squad), 2 Specialists and 5 Guardians. 
 Once a Vanguard has been established by having at least one Full Squad, as new 
members join, the Commander may establish a new Partial Squad.  This Partial Squad can consist 
of as few as two men, but must have at least 1 Chargeant. 

 



Area of Operations: <your state vanguard and state, county and area in which it operates> 
 
  
State Vanguard Duties and Responsibilities: 
 
 A State Vanguard and all of its members are responsible for monitoring the news and 
current weather, socio-economic and any other potential emergency situations.  If any situation 
arises that leaves one or more Citizens without Food, Water, Medical Aid, Security or their 
Rights and Liberties guaranteed to them as Citizens of the U.S and their State, then it is every 
locally operational Vanguard’s duty is to respond and give aid in all areas that are lacking. 
 
 The first step is to assess any given emergency or problematic situation.  Out of respect 
and courtesy for local law enforcement, contact them and inquire if they could use any additional 
organizational assistance.  If they decline, then seek an area where they may not be capable of 
responding to in a timely manner, and bring aid to that area in the form of food, water, medical 
and security aid. 
 
 If the majority of the People in a beleaguered area do not wish for your Vanguard’s 
presence, then respect their wishes and depart.  If a Local Law Enforcement entity requests your 
departure, and the request is within the Rights Granted within the U.S. Constitution and Bill of 
Rights, then respect their authority and depart. 
 
 If a local Law Enforcement entity or National Guard unit is witnessed violating the 
Rights of The People, it is the duty of a Vanguard to report this violation up the chain of the 
civilian command, all the way to the State Governor, until corrective action is taken by the State 
Authority.  If no such action is taken, then it is paramount that all State Vanguards of the affected 
areas hold a Commanders’ meeting to further discuss possible solutions. 
 
 It is the responsibility of EVERY State Vanguard Commander to have a complete copy of 
the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights on hand, and it is the duty of every member of a State 
Vanguard to read this vital document to Liberty thoroughly at least once a year.  Consider it the 
true “Member Guide” of TISVOTUS. 
 
 
Loyalties, Allegiances and Cooperation: 
 
 Many would be quick to label a State Vanguard as a “militia”.  In the old usage of the 
word, this would be correct to an extent.  But many modern, negative connotations have been 
brought to bear by Racist and Anti-Government groups who called themselves “militias”; an 
incorrect and undeserving label.  Ever since, the term has had a bad reputation. 
 
 A Militia was once a group of civilians, Men of Action, who were ready at a moments 
notice to defend their local community from bandits, invaders and overall chaos that threatened 
their Lives, Liberty and Property.  This mentality continued in the old west when a Sheriff, seeing 
his handful of deputies were not enough to quell a large criminal element in the area, would 
recruit local Townsmen to help him form a “Posse,” and remove the threat to a peaceable and 
lawful town.  This is the spirit behind a Vanguard; restoring Peace, Order, Health, and 
Constitutional Law to those deprived of such. 
 



 A State Vanguard may be a type of modernized “militia”, but if it is, it is a hybrid design 
militia/relief organization.  In a State Vanguard, it is more of a Civil Defense and Emergency Aid 
Organization with a strong capacity for localized security.  This added capability will allow for 
the proper amount aid given to those in need without the threat of looting, robbing, raping or 
overall senseless chaos in a disaster situation.  State Vanguards may work in Cooperation with 
one another through the venue of a Commanders’ Meeting (through their agreements) to better 
assist a defined area of operations. 
 
 The Local Law Enforcement and National Guard are absolutely the best bet for bringing 
relief to those in the areas of the most highly concentrated population density, but they simply do 
not have the organizational or logistical capacity to be everywhere at once.  In large, spread out 
sprawling areas of sparse residences, villages and townships, A powerful relief force is required. 
 
 While performing a State Vanguard’s Duties, it is imperative to always remember where 
your allegiances lie:  To the People of your Local Community, your State and to your Nation.  It 
is both Patriotic and Responsible as American Citizens to assist in preserving Aid and 
Constitutional Law where it is needed most. 
 
 
Forming a new State Vanguard: 
 
 Any individual with the time, resources and background necessary for acting as 
Commander for a new Vanguard can form one.  A new Commander must first research the 
existing Vanguards in his or her State.  This will establish the numerical prefix to the State 
Vanguard Title (e.g. 127th Iowa State Vanguard – 127th IASV).  There can be 999 Numerically 
Prefixed Vanguards per State; if any more are to be formed then the numerical prefixes start over 
with Reserve Vanguards (e.g. if there is a 999th Iowa State Vanguard, then the next one would be 
the 1st Iowa State Vanguard Reserve – 1st IASVR), up to 999.  A State Vanguard Reserve is 
functionally the same as a State Vanguard, it only differs in name to help differentiate one 
another.  If the Numerical Prefix of State Vanguard Reserves should happen to reach 999, then 
the next Official title would be State Vanguard Alternate (e.g. 1st Iowa State Vanguard Alternate 
– 1st IASVA). 
  
 More importantly, before getting fixated upon a numerical prefix, a Commander must 
establish a Founding Date for his or her Vanguard.  The Founding Date will determine a 
Vanguard’s prefix.  Once a Vanguard reaches Official Establishment (9 men or more), it is then 
Officially Founded.  The date this occurs is the Official Founding Date. 
 
 Before a Vanguard can be Officially Established, potential members must be scouted.  It 
is recommended for a Commander to begin with his three most trusted and close friends; those 
that would likely be willing to join the Vanguard as Chargeants.  If they join, then the four would 
seek other close and trusted individuals to join as Specialists and Guardians, as the Commander 
and Chargeants would determine those best suited to fill what postions.  Once a Complete Squad 
exists (1 Chargeant, 2 Specialists and 5 Guardians) in addition to the Commander, the Vanguard 
has 9 men and is therefore Officially Established. 
 
 Once a Vanguard is Officially Established, the somewhat difficult phase of determining 
the Numerical Prefix can begin.  Since State Vanguards are Independent and Autonomous from 
one another, there is no central communication point for all State Vanguards; this is intentional to 



avoid any entangling and bloated bureaucratic methods that would surely impede the swiftness of 
response for an Emergency or Critical Situation.   
 
 The best place to look is a State Vanguard Message board or posting that has a 
consolidated list of all of your State’s Vanguards and their Official Date of Establishment.  This 
will help a newly Founded State Vanguard to determine the true Numerical Prefix to it. 
 
 If there are ever more than one State Vanguard to lay claim to the same Numerical Prefix, 
then it will rely on who has the earliest Official Date of Establishment.  If they are both 
Established on the same date, then go by time of that date.  If the time is indeterminate, then the 
older of the two Commanders gets precedence.  Remember, the Numerical Prefix is simply a 
number to help the local Vanguards Coordinate with each other when needed. 
 
 Once a State Vanguard has been Officially Established and has, with certainty, a 
Numerical Prefix, The Commander must establish his Standards for Uniforms, Arms, Training 
and Skill-Sets as well as appoint members to the positions and Skill-Sets that best suit them.  It is 
highly advisable to confer with the Chargeants as their insight will help the Vanguard to better 
adapt and evolve. 
 
 
Financing a State Vanguard: 
 
 A State Vanguard is an Independent, Autonomous and Private Not-for-Profit 
Organization.  Applicants, Members and Supporters of a State Vanguard may donate Food, Water 
and Medical supplies to be doled out to those in need during emergencies, or they may donate in 
the form of Logistical or Financial Support to better equip the Vanguard for their Mission. 
 
 It is highly encouraged each Member of a State Vanguard supplies his or her own 
equipment with his or her own finances.  This will better ensure they take proper care of their 
own property, as any mistreatment means they have to replace their broken, damaged or 
neglected equipment with money from their own pocket.  It will also strengthen the commitment 
they have to their Oath and their Vanguard. 
 
 
The Authority of a Commander: 
 
 A Commander has the final say in any matter regarding his or her Vanguard, so long as 
that decision does not conflict with the Standardized Flag, Vanguard Naming System, Rank 
Titles, Structure, Insignia or Vanguard/Squad Structure as outlined in TISVOTUS Charter. 
 
 It is recommended to gain the advice of a Vanguard’s Chargeants, Specialists and 
Guardians.  The Command Structure is formulated specifically to avoid any “Stalemates” that 
may form such as in true Democracies.  There is a reason why all modern military, police and 
corporations do not apply the Democratic method; 51% will have mob rule over the other 49%. 
 
 A Commander’s Authority comes with the burden of fairness and responsibility to his or 
her members.  It is forbidden for any Commander to give a directive that contradicts the U.S. 
Constitution, Bill of Rights or violates any Constitutional Law; Local, State or National. 
 



 A Commander may remove members of his Vanguard as he sees fit, but should in good 
conscience explain his reasoning for doing so.   
 
 A Commander has the complete authority to Delegate any or all his powers to his 
Chargeants, who may in turn Delegate to the Specialists.  If a Commander is to be absent for any 
period of time for personal reasons, health or work-related issues, then he should appoint his 
Stand-In Commander for the length of his absence. 
 
 If a Commander chooses to step down, he has the authority to appoint a new 
Commander.  In this case, he should choose the one most qualified for the position and with the 
most experience.  If the resigning Commander so chooses, he may have his men vote (weighted 
votes based on Rank is left up to the resigning Commander to choose) for the new Commander. 
 
 A Commander may add his own supplements to the end of this Charter to further outline 
his ideal standards for his State Vanguard, so long as the supplements do not contradict the 
universal standards as outlined in this Charter. 
 
 
The Meetings of a State Vanguard: 
 
 The Commander of each State Vanguard should hold a meeting of all members at least 
once a month.  80% of the members must show up or else the meeting is to be postponed.  The 
dates of the regular meetings should be during a window of the calendar when the vast majority 
of the State Vanguard is available to meet. 
 
 No member should miss more than two meetings in a row, unless extenuating 
circumstances consist of determination by the Commander for an excusal. 
 
 The Meetings should consist of issues involving Training, Skill-Sets, Equipment, 
Promotions, Member Issues and Concepts of Operations.  Everyone should be given their fair 
chance to speak their mind, as any idea, good or bad, may have valid points to be addressed.  A 
Commander outlines the topics and flow of a meeting, and should try to stay on point whenever 
possible. 
 
 
Commanders’ Meetings: 
 
 In areas and situations where more than one Vanguard may need to cooperate in unison, 
the Commanders of the involved Vanguards should hold a Roundtable Discussion, with all 
Commanders agreeing upon the areas of operation and Outlined Mission Requirements. 
 
 EVERY Commander should be in agreement on the final outcome of the meeting, as no 
one Commander has say over the other in matters resulting in each of their respective Vanguards.   
 
 Commanders’ Meetings should be concluded with a “YAY” and “NAY” vote, if those 
involved are willing to put the issue to a vote.  If the vote is a tie, the Senior-Most Commander 
(Longest time in Grade as Commander, NOT the Commander of the Eldest Vanguard) has the tie-
breaking vote. 
 
 



The Flag of TISVOTUS: The Independent State Vanguards of The United States 

 
Colored in Gold, Red, White and Blue; TISVOTUS Flag consists of 50 White Stars (Representing all 50 of the 

Sovereign States, United) with the Golden Vanguard Emblem in the Center.  When flying this flag, it must fly below The 
American Flag as well as your State Flag. 

 

 
When flying the flag of your Individual State Vanguard, it should be Olive Drab, Tan or Brown in Color, with Simple, 

Black or Yellow Text in the shape of a Triangular Flag.  It must fly below the TISVOTUS Flag. 



State Vanguards, State Abbreviations (Following State Vanguard Numerical 
Assignment): 
 
 Alabama State Vanguard – ASV 
 Alaska State Vanguard – AKSV 
 Arizona State Vanguard – AZSV 
 Arkansas State Vanguard – ARSV 
 California State Vanguard – CASV 
 Colorado State Vanguard – CSV 
 Connecticut State Vanguard – CTSV 
 Delaware State Vanguard – DSV 
 Florida State Vanguard – FSV 
 Georgia State Vanguard – GSV 
 Hawaii State Vanguard – HSV 
 Idaho State Vanguard – ISV 
 Illinois State Vanguard – ILSV 
 Indiana State Vanguard – INSV 
 Iowa State Vanguard – IASV 
 Kansas State Vanguard – KSV 
 Kentucky State Vanguard – KYSV 
 Louisiana State Vanguard – LSV 
 Maine State Vanguard – MESV 
 Maryland State Vanguard – MDSV 
 Massachusetts State Vanguard – MASV 
 Michigan State Vanguard – MISV 
 Minnesota State Vanguard – MNSV 
 Mississippi State Vanguard – MSSV 
 Missouri State Vanguard – MOSV 
 Montana State Vanguard – MSV 
 Nebraska State Vanguard – NESV 
 Nevada State Vanguard – NVSV 
 New Hampshire State Vanguard – NHSV 
 New Jersey State Vanguard – NJSV 
 New Mexico State Vanguard – NMSV 
 New York State Vanguard – NYSV 
 North Carolina State Vanguard – NCSV 
 North Dakota State Vanguard – NDSV 
 Ohio State Vanguard – OSV 
 Oklahoma State Vanguard – OKSV 
 Oregon State Vanguard – ORSV 
 Pennsylvania State Vanguard – PSV 
 Rhode Island State Vanguard – RISV 
 South Carolina State Vanguard – SCSV 
 South Dakota State Vanguard – SDSV 
 Tennessee State Vanguard – TSV 
 Texas State Vanguard – TXSV 
 Utah State Vanguard – USV 
 Vermont State Vanguard – VTSV 
 Virginia State Vanguard – VSV 
 Washington State Vanguard – WASV 
 West Virginia State Vanguard – WVSV 
 Wisconsin State Vanguard – WISV 
 Wyoming State Vanguard – WSV 
 
 



<numerical prefix + your state> State Vanguard Roster 
 

Commander 
 

_____________________ 
 
 

1st Squad Chargeant 2nd Squad Chargeant 3rd Squad Chargeant 

 
______________ ______________ ______________ 

 
 

1st Squad Specialists  2nd Squad Specialists  3rd Squad Specialists 

 
______________ ______________ ______________ 

 
______________ ______________ ______________ 

 
 

1st Squad Guardians  2nd Squad Guardians 3rd Squad Guardians 

 
______________ ______________ ______________ 

 
______________ ______________ ______________ 

 
______________ ______________ ______________ 

 
______________ ______________ ______________ 

 
______________ ______________ ______________ 



Notes: 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Vanguard Rank Stencils – Large Arm Rank Insignia and Small Headwear/Badge Rank Insignia 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Official Vanguard Commander Supplements Shall Follow This Line 

 


